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3rd July 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,
   
This week in form time we have been reflecting on the Catholic social teaching of justice.  This theme challenges us all to notice when people are hurting or excluded and to act, even when it feels uncomfortable. Standing up for others - especially those who have no voice - is a simple but powerful way to live out our faith and show that every person has dignity and worth. When we choose fairness and courage, we help build a kinder, more compassionate community for everyone.

Year 11 Prom 
The Year 11 Prom was a truly memorable evening, filled with joy, laughter, and a real sense of celebration after years of hard work and shared experiences. Students arrived looking fantastic, bringing style, confidence, and excitement to the event. The atmosphere was lively and uplifting, with friends coming together to dance, take photos, and create lasting memories. It was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the journey through secondary school and to celebrate the achievements, friendships, and personal growth of the year group. Staff were incredibly proud to see everyone enjoying themselves and marking such an important milestone in a positive and respectful way. Overall, the prom was a fitting and fabulous send-off for Year 11 - an evening that will be remembered fondly for years to come! 
 
Year 10 Date for your diary: Thursday 9th July 2026 Year 10 “Getting Ready for Year 11” GCSE Information and Revision Skills Evening will take place from 5:00pm–6:00pm in the School Hall.   

Arts Expo  
We are delighted to invite you to our Creative Arts Expo 2026! In a change to its usual format, this year our Expo will be taking place across two evenings on Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th of July in the school hall from 5:30pm – 8:30pm. As the parents/carers and families of our Creative Arts students, we would like to invite you to join us in sharing their successes, creativity and hard work throughout this academic year. A letter with further information is to follow. 
 
Bury Schools Athletics 
50 students represented St Gabriel's at the Bury athletics on Tuesday 30th June, there were a number of strong performances with 10 podium finishes altogether in a mixture of both track and field events. All students represented the school with outstanding effort and behaviour, with older students setting a brilliant example to lower school. This sets us up well going into national school sports week, running from the 6th to the 10th of July where students will participate in a variety of untraditional sporting activities to broaden their experiences. 
 
Brilliant Club 
Our Year 7 Scholars have been participating in the Brilliant Club for the last couple of months and have received their feedback this week. They have been analysing literature from various perspectives, including Marxist and Feminist, with a tutor from university. They have attended 5 tutorials and written an assignment that has been graded, with the majority achieving 2:1`s and some achieving Firsts! We are so incredibly proud of them and look forward to next Friday when we attend their Scholars Graduation at Leeds University. 
 
Young Interpreters Graduation 
On Wednesday this week, we welcomed over 30 students and their families to partake in the Young Interpreter graduation ceremony, a ceremony celebrating those students who undertook the training to help new international arrivals transition successfully into British mainstream education. We had 21 graduates coupled with some students who had previously graduated come together to celebrate a culture of diversity, multiculturalism and acceptance here at St. Gabriel's. 
 
Year 9 MFL 
This week in MFL Year 9 linguists were visited for a Music in MFL session with Mr Edge from Bolton Sixth Form and Year 10 attended a talk with Miss Wilson from Holy Cross about A-level languages and career opportunities with an MFL qualification. Our pupils asked some excellent questions and participated well in all sessions, well done! 
 
School Uniform 
To celebrate National Schools Sports Week, on Monday 06th July, students can opt to wear either a football shirt of their choice with their school PE unform bottoms, their full school PE uniform, or their full school uniform. If students elect to wear either of the above PE kit options it is important that fashion trainers, such as multicoloured or suede trainers, are not worn. If your child decides to wear a football top, please can they donate £1 for the British Heart Foundation which should be given to their Form Teacher. Please remind students to continue to wear the correct footwear as failure to so will result in school following our behaviour policy around uniform.  
  
From Tuesday 7th July onwards for the remainder of the week, students will be expected to wear full school uniform, including a tie and blazer.  If there is any change to this, parents/carers will be notified.  Thank you as always for your support in helping us maintain high standards of uniform. 
 
SEND Coffee Morning 
On Wednesday 15th July we are hosting a SEND coffee morning at school from 09:30 – 11:15 am. This will be an opportunity to meet our new SENDco, Mrs Walsh. If you would like to attend, please let our office know so we can prepare venue size and refreshments. 
 
Primary Science Challenge 
Mrs Vincent has been working closely with our primary schools over the past few weeks. At Guardian Angels RC Primary School, she has been delivering biodiversity lessons to Years 2, 3 and 5 in support of their new Biodiversity Club. During these sessions, pupils explored ways to enhance biodiversity within their Forest School, using a range of scientific equipment to investigate invertebrates and survey the variety of species living in the woodland environment. We also welcomed Year 5 pupils from several of our feeder primary schools for our annual Primary Science Challenge. Throughout the day, pupils took part in a series of exciting practical activities, including using Bunsen burners, microscopes and chromatography techniques. Congratulations to Hollymount, who were crowned this year's Science Challenge champions! 
 
Kind Regards 
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Mrs Middleton and the SLT Team  
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