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16th June 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,
  
In school this week in Form Time we have been reflecting on Mark 4 35-41: Jesus calms the storm, and how storms or trouble in life, like the disciples experienced, happen to us all. The disciples forgot Jesus was with them and perhaps when we are going through tough times, we forget Our Lord is with us too. Let us all remember our school motto that the ‘Lord is Our Strength’ and that we will be guided by him in all things.  

STOCCAT Mass: 
GIFT Team along with staff attended the STOCCAT End of Year Mass at St Ethelbert’s RC Church in Bolton.  It was a very prayerful mass with joyful singing. It was lovely to spend time with our family of schools. 
 
Year 10 Mock Examinations: 
Year 10 students have shown real resilience this week completing their mock examinations. They will receive their results once subject teams have marked and moderated the examination papers. You will receive your child’s full report via the Arbor App on Friday 10th July.  

Dates for your diary: 9th July 2026 - Year 10 “Getting Ready for Year 11” GCSE Information and Revision Skills Evening will take place from 5:00pm–6:00pm in the School Hall.  
29th June 2026 – Our Year 10 pupils will be visiting Bury College on Monday afternoon. We ask that you please refer to the information sheet that has been sent to you separately to confirm all arrangements for the day. 

Year 6 Transition Days: 
We have had a wonderful time getting to know the Year 6 students and their families over our transition events. Our Year 9 Peer Mentors have been excellent ambassadors for the school and parents/carers should be very proud of them.  

Duke of Edinburgh: 
On the 20th and 21st of June, a group of 22 intrepid Year 9 students took part in their qualifying expedition for the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. The students had to navigate their way around a route demonstrating excellent map skills as well as teamwork and leadership. They also demonstrated their skills in camp craft by cooking and surviving a surprisingly cold night under canvas before starting the second day in the very hot weather. All students did fantastically well, and we are very proud of them all.  A special thank you goes out to the staff who accompanied the groups and enabled the expedition to go ahead. All students who have started their award previously can keep adding evidence onto the eDofE system to achieve their award. Congratulations to all those who have successfully completed the award this past year. 

Arts Expo: 
We are delighted to invite you to our Creative Arts Expo 2026! In a change to its usual format, this year our Expo will be taking place across two evenings on Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th of July in the school hall from 5:30pm – 8:30pm. As the parents/carers and families of our Creative Arts students, we would like to invite you to join us in sharing their successes, creativity and hard work throughout this academic year. A letter with further information is to follow. 

Water Safety: 
During hot weather, young people can be tempted to congregate at rivers, lakes and open water, all of which pose a big risk. Please could we ask that you take time to speak with your child about the dangers of open water swimming. Open water can be extremely dangerous, even during hot weather. Hidden hazards, cold-water shock, strong currents and sudden changes in depth can put lives at risk. Further information as well as useful videos and links can be found at Water Safety Code - Met Office  

School Uniform: 
The weather forecast is set to be cooler next week so we will return to our normal school uniform.  We will indicate in school if they can take their blazers and ties off and let staff and students know. A gentle reminder that skorts can be purchased and worn and the expected length is a minimum of 18”, which will bring the skort to just above the knee.  This is the same for pinafore length.  Any student wearing a skort or pinafore of a length that does not comply with the school uniform policy will be asked to wear black school trousers moving forward.  Please also note that fashion trainers are not acceptable footwear for school.  Footwear must be all black, polishable shoes – there should be no mesh, suede, fabric or metal adornments on them. We would like to thank all parents and carers for their support. 
 
Kind Regards 
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Mrs Middleton and the SLT Team 
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