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15th May 2026
Dear Parent/Carers,
Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you. Until now you have not asked anything in my name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete.” (John 16:23–24)
During the Last Supper Discourse, Christ repeatedly returns to the theme of praying to the Father in His name, offering a promise that is at once simple and profound. Each reiteration is not mere repetition for emphasis alone; it is an invitation into a lived reality. When Jesus observes, “Until now you have not asked anything in my name,” He is drawing the disciples — and by extension us — towards a new posture of prayer: one rooted in relationship, trust and the recognition that true fulfilment flows from union with God.
Complete joy, as Jesus describes it, transcends transient pleasure or the fleeting satisfaction of earthly desires. It denotes that deep and abiding happiness which issues from participation in the life of the Trinity — a joy that answers our deepest longings and prefigures the eternal happiness of heaven. This is the joy we are called to seek and to ask for in prayer. Yet, paradoxically, we can so easily extinguish it ourselves: sin tempts us with counterfeit satisfactions that ultimately separate us from the Source of genuine joy. To receive the joy Christ promises we must learn to ask in His name, aligning our desires with the love and will of the Father. As Jesus explains, praying in His name is not a formula but a living trust: “On that day you will ask in my name, and I do not tell you that I will ask the Father for you. For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have come to believe that I came from God” (John 16:26–27).
On a practical note, I wish to remind you that Year 10 work experience begins on Monday. This placement represents a significant milestone for our students, affording them valuable insights into the world beyond school and an opportunity to develop maturity, responsibility and vocational awareness. When they return after half term, they will commence focused preparation for Year 10 examinations. It is therefore essential that revision begins now: students should make regular use of the Hub, consult the resources provided and revisit their own class notes and exercise books to consolidate learning. Early, disciplined revision will pay dividends in confidence and attainment.
We wish the Year 10’s the best as they go onto their work experience placements next week. We have record numbers of students on placements out of school this year but are always looking for businesses who would be willing to take students in future. If you or a family member would like to help with this, please contact Mr Killion - pkillion@stgabrielshigh.stoccat.org.uk   
May the promise of Christ’s gift of joy sustain and inspire our students as they embrace these formative experiences. I am grateful for your continued support in guiding them towards both academic progress and spiritual maturity.

Personal Development
Democracy was in full flow this week at St Gabriel's, with campaigning to become Head Student from 8 fantastic candidates closing on Wednesday so voting could begin. Following a well fought race, and hundreds of students and staff votes cast, we are delighted to announce the results;
Head Student 26/27     - Mohammed Iftikhar Talib
Deputy Head Students   - Olivia Cooper, Nicholas Cooper, Livy Davies
Congratulations to them and all the other candidates in a very strong field. So strong in fact that all 8 were taken to Bury Town Hall on Thursday to take part in Anti Hate Crime Ambassador training. We look forward to seeing their future work in serving the school and local community in standing up to intolerance and hatred.
Congratulations should also so to our students who won the Cyber Explorers Cup! The team went head-to-head with pupils from 137 schools across England in a series of challenges testing skills like digital forensics, encryption and secure communications and were crowned champions. Read more about it in this M.E.N. Article - The Greater Manchester school where pupils are learning to stop cyber-attacks - Manchester Evening News

Many thanks, as always, for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,  
[image: ] 
Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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