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01st May 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we enter the fourth week of Easter, our reflection is guided by the comforting words of our Lord: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:1–2). In a world beset by uncertainty, this scripture invites us to a deeper, sustaining confidence. The inspired virtue of hope, more than mere wishful thinking, is a supernatural gift that strengthens us to persevere through challenge, to trust in God’s promises, and to remain faithful in the face of pain and darkness.

I would like to offer particular praise to Year 9. This week they have undertaken their formal assessments, and their conduct in the hall has been exemplary. Their composure and determination exemplify the grit and maturity we seek to cultivate; they approached the challenge with seriousness of purpose and a calm sense of responsibility, for which they should be commended.

Year 11 today took part in their leavers’ Mass - a fitting and heartening bridge between the rhythms of the ordinary curriculum and the intensified season of examinations ahead. The scripture we share this week is especially pertinent for our Y11 students: hope dispels paralysing fear and channels anxiety into constructive preparation. Now is the time for continued revision and disciplined preparation so that worry is replaced by confidence rooted in diligent effort and trust in God’s providence.

May we, as a school community, sustain one another in hope: encouraging our young people, supporting their efforts, and modelling calm resolve. Let us pray that this Eastertide’s promise of consolation and purpose remains at the forefront of our hearts and informs how we live, learn and work together.

Uniform
From 1 June 2026, there will be a small adjustment to our uniform: girls will no longer be required to wear tights with pinafores during the final half term, and from September 2026, a skort will be introduced as an alternative to the pinafore and may be worn without tights, with black ankle socks. Pinafores will be phased out by September 2027 but from September 2026 until then, they must be worn with black tights. Skorts must meet the minimum length requirement of 18 inches, and where this is not met, students may be required to wear trousers. Trousers must be plain, black and tailored or boot cut (no leggings or gym wear).

These changes reflect feedback from our community while maintaining our high standards. Our uniform non-negotiables remain in place: no hoodies, caps or hats, trainers, make-up, jewellery (other than one set of stud earrings), false eyelashes or nails, or unnatural hair colours. Students are expected to always wear their uniform with pride: shirts tucked in, ties visible, and black polishable shoes. An optional plain navy V-neck jumper may be worn under the compulsory blazer. 

We thank you again, as always, for your unwavering support in upholding our uniform standards.
Yours sincerely,  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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