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2nd April 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy Easter to you all. This week, through our celebration of the Word, we have been deeply reflecting on the profound core messages of Holy Week. In the Gospel of Matthew, we encounter a rich tapestry of prophecy fulfilled and divine purpose revealed. As Jesus arrives at the outskirts of Jerusalem, He sends His disciples ahead with precise instructions to find a donkey tethered with a colt. This moment provokes a question: how did He know so exactly? This subtle detail reveals the divinity of Christ and His intimate knowledge of God’s plan.
Matthew then describes Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey - a powerful symbol of humility and servant leadership. This is no ordinary donkey, but one that has never been ridden or worked, signifying purity of spirit and the sacred mission He embodies. On Maundy Thursday, after teaching in the temple, Jesus again sends His disciples to prepare a space, the Upper Room, for the Last Supper. Here, humility and servant leadership are exemplified once more as Jesus washes the feet of His disciples, an act of profound love and service.
The breaking of bread and sharing of wine establish a new covenant, a sacred ritual to be observed in memory of Christ - an enduring practice in churches for over two millennia. In the Garden of Gethsemane, during the agonising prayer described eloquently by Matthew, we witness the humanity of Christ. He pleads to have the burden passed to another yet steadfastly maintains His faith and obedience. At the betrayal, foretold during the supper, Peter reacts with violence, drawing his sword to protect Jesus. Yet Jesus performs a miracle, healing the wounded soldier, reinforcing His unwavering message against violence. This week, the Pope delivered a stirring message echoing this sentiment, declaring that those who wage war will not have their prayers heard. It is our solemn duty, therefore, to pray earnestly for a peaceful and harmonious world.
During His trial, Jesus is mocked and questioned. His response is measured - either silence or the simple affirmation, “I am who you say I am.” Pilate finds no guilt in Him and makes this clear to the crowd. Yet, invoking the Passover tradition, he offers the people the choice to free a prisoner. The crowd chooses a murderer, a stark moment that mirrors the dangers of populism, much like the unreflective rush to judgement often seen on social media today.
That afternoon, Jesus is crucified, fulfilling prophecy and dying to save our sins, establishing a new, more personal relationship with God. After nine hours of excruciating pain, His final cry, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” reveals once again His profound humanity. Yet, in accordance with Scripture, Jesus conquers death and rises on the third day. This triumphant act is fundamental to our faith, affirming that our sins are forgiven and that we may enter the kingdom of heaven - a message both beautiful and transformative.

Year 11 Science Revision
We have continued to observe positive outcomes from pupils using Sparx Science, the home-learning platform, as a revision tool during the second set of mock examinations. In light of this, we kindly ask that you encourage your child to undertake independent revision using this platform over the Easter break.
Pupils should log in as usual, navigate to the “Independent Learning” tab located at the top left of the screen, and search for the topics they wish to revise. They can then choose to complete either flashcards or practice questions, both of which provide instant feedback to help them monitor their progress.
We strongly encourage your child to make full use of this platform to support their revision and enhance their attainment in the forthcoming GCSE examinations.
Please remember to refer to last week’s letter for the timings of Easter revision sessions for Year 11.

St Gabriel’s Crowned National Cyber Security Champions
St Gabriel’s is proud to announce that a team of students from Years 7–10 has won the National Cyber Security Competition, securing first place against schools and colleges across the UK.
The challenge tested students in digital forensics, cryptography, network defence, and ethical hacking. Our team impressed judges throughout every stage of the competition, demonstrating exceptional problem‑solving, teamwork, and technical skill.
Miss Billington, Curriculum Leader of Computing, said:
“Our students have worked incredibly hard and shown outstanding talent in an area that grows more important every year. We are incredibly proud of their achievement.”
This national victory highlights the strength of St Gabriel’s computing curriculum and our commitment to developing the next generation of cyber specialists. The school will continue expanding its cyber programmes through clubs, workshops, and industry partnerships.

Year 7 Parent’s Evening
Year 7 Parent’s evening will be held on Thursday 30th April from 3:45 – 6:45 pm. An e-mail has been sent to all parents/carers with information on how to book your appointments. The booking system will be live from Thursday 16th April from 6:00 pm.

I sincerely wish you all a wonderful Easter, filled with peace and joy, shared with your families.

Yours sincerely,  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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