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6th March 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, “Father, give me the share of your estate that should come to me.” So, the father divided the property between them. After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. (Luke 15:11–13)
This parable invites us to reflect deeply on the nature of grace, freedom, and consequence. Why did the father in this story accede to his wayward son’s premature demand for his inheritance? Such an act of generosity is rare among parents, for the son effectively treated his father as if he were dead. He demonstrated no desire to remain connected to the family, nor did he show concern for his father’s welfare in old age. The son’s singular ambition was to seize his portion, depart to a distant land, and indulge in a sinful existence, thereby severing ties with his father.
The father’s extraordinary generosity embodies God’s profound respect for human free will. This parable was directed at the scribes and Pharisees, who sought to coerce and manipulate God’s people into submission. Yet God’s approach is fundamentally different. He grants us the freedom to choose sin, for without such liberty, authentic love would be impossible.
Symbolically, the son represents all individuals who reject God, treating Him as though He were absent or deceased, misusing the gifts bestowed upon them, and straying deeply into sin—the “distant country.” When God’s children exercise their free will to turn away from Him, He allows them to encounter the inevitable consequences of their choices. A life of sin apart from God swiftly descends into chaos. Although sin may offer fleeting pleasure, it inexorably leads to spiritual hunger and destitution.
I hope this reflection offers insight and encouragement as we consider the significance of free will, forgiveness, and the enduring love that awaits us all.
Fundraising: 
During Lent, our school is supporting the Salford Diocese Caritas St Joseph’s Penny Appeal, a long‑standing tradition that encourages children to think of others and offer small acts of kindness and generosity. St Joseph’s Penny helps provide vital support to vulnerable children, families, and communities across our local area, offering practical help, guidance, and compassion to those who need it most. By taking part in this fundraising, our pupils are living out the values of Lent - charity, reflection, and service - while making a real difference in the lives of others. We are grateful for any contribution you are able to make and thank you for supporting this important mission.
World Book Day:
This week we have celebrated World Book Day in school. Students have completed activities in form and in lessons.
The aim of World Book Day to promote reading for pleasure, helping children and young people discover the joy of books, develop empathy, and improve literacy skills.
Numerous studies show that regular reading, particularly for pleasure, is a key driver of lifelong success, boosting academic attainment, cognitive development, and career prospects. More importantly, reading can have a whole host of benefits, from improving our mental and physical wellbeing.
This year is the National Year of Reading and backed by the Department for Education is a UK wide campaign designed to address the steep decline in reading enjoyment and frequency. For ideas to support your child in reading please see the link for families on the National Year of Reading website.
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/


Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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