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27th February 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we enter the sacred season of Lent, observed from 18 February to 2 April 2026, I wish to share reflections on this profound 40-day journey of renewal. Lent invites us to embrace a purposeful path of spiritual growth through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving - three pillars designed to draw us closer to Christ and prepare our hearts for the joy of Easter. It is a time marked by intentional repentance and the simplification of our lives, fostering deeper communion with God through increased charity and contemplative practice.
This year, Lent coincides with Ramadan, a parallel period of devotion observed by our Muslim community. This concurrence offers a meaningful opportunity to recognise the common values we share—such as self-discipline, reflection, and generosity - and to celebrate the spirit of cooperation and mutual respect that enriches our school community.
As we reflect on the themes of Lent, I encourage you to consider the balance of its three pillars: prayer, which invites a quiet, inner conversation with God; fasting, which challenges us to relinquish distractions and unhelpful habits; and almsgiving, which calls us to acts of charity and justice on behalf of others. Lent can be viewed as a “second chance,” a do-over that realigns our lives with God’s desires. It teaches us that “less is more” - by freeing ourselves from what hinders our relationship with God, we open to grace, mercy, and compassion. Moreover, Lent urges us to return to the present moment, overcoming anxieties about past or future by focusing on the here and now. This inner transformation encourages a movement from hostility toward dialogue and forgiveness, fostering peace within us and in our relationships.
To support your family’s journey during Lent, I recommend engaging with daily Gospel reflections or audio meditations. Additionally, supporting charitable causes that aid the poor and vulnerable embodies the true spirit of almsgiving. For further spiritual enrichment, resources from organisations like CAFOD offer guided reflections that complement this season’s intentions.
On a separate note, I would like to clarify details regarding World Book Day. The English department has communicated plans for staff dress-up, and in response to pupil voice, we are trialling extending this to students. However, as Year 11 students are currently engaged in mock examinations, they will not participate in dressing up and are required to wear uniform to maintain the formality and focus of exam conditions, which reflect their forthcoming summer assessments. Year 11 students will nonetheless enjoy other well-deserved celebrations, including a trip and the Prom.
Parents evening:
Year 8 parents’ evening will take place in our school hall on Thursday 12th March from 3.45 - 6.45pm and we look forward to discussing your child’s progress and attitude to learning this year with you. Please make appointments with your child’s teachers using School Cloud using the link below
https://stgabrielsrc.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
The booking system on School Cloud will be open from 6.00pm on Thursday 26th February until 12.00pm on Thursday 12th March 2026 April, after which time no further appointments can be made.
Personal Development:
Next week is National Careers Week 2026! We are starting the week with an extended form time so all students can join a webinar with their form teachers on Engineering and Manufacturing. This virtual session introduces young people to the vast range of careers that shape the products, systems and infrastructure we rely on every day. From advanced manufacturing and robotics to design engineering, sustainability and quality control; students will explore how engineering turns ideas into reality.
During the week there will be tasks and articles shared via Satchel One, along with careers being highlighted during lessons. If you want to get involved with what is going on or find ways to speak to your child about careers in general then download this incredibly useful free Parents Guide to National Careers Week
If you want to find local labour market information click here to find Bury's biggest employers, most in demand jobs and training providers that could be part of your child's future carer.
Uniform:
Thank you for your continued support in helping to uphold our uniform standards.  A gentle reminder: trainers are not acceptable footwear and a note from parents explaining why a student is in trainers does not mean that a student will be able to wear them. If there is a genuine medical reason as why school shoes cannot be worn, or why any part of the school uniform cannot be worn by a student, then the school will need sight of medical evidence before a reasonable adjustment is made. Please can I also remind parents and students that there should be no facial piercings (nose, eyebrow, tongue) only one set of stud earrings (no hoops), no false eyelashes and no make-up.
Attendance:
I would like to congratulate the 592 students who have received a Golden Ticket on their return from half term, due to achieving 95% or higher attendance for last term (06.01.26 – 13.02.26).  Please can we continue to reinforce the importance of good attendance and continue to remind our students that at St Gabriel’s, we pride ourselves on attending every day.
Safeguarding:
Please can I respectfully request that parents do not ask if students are able to leave site during the school day unaccompanied; whether this is for medical appointments or other reasons, as we do not want to cause offense or have an uncomfortable conversation when we decline. This is for safeguarding reasons and is irrespective of a student’s age.  I thank you for your continued support with this.
Please ensure your child comes to school fully equipped each day. They should bring a pen, pencil, ruler, and a scientific calculator so they are prepared for all lessons and able to participate fully in their learning. Having the correct equipment supports their organisation, confidence, and progress in class. We also request that parents ensure that students are not bringing elastic bands into school with them. If they are found on students, these will be confiscated and discarded and if a student having elastic bands is the cause of an incident or injury we will be following our behaviour policy and issuing the appropriate sanctions.
Dates for the Diary:
Year 11 Parents Evening:  Thursday 26th March 3.35pm-6.45pm
Year 7 Parents Evening: Thursday 30th April 3.35pm-6.45pm
Thank you for your continued support as we journey together through this season of reflection, renewal, and hope.

Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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