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6th February 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
I write to you this week to share reflections inspired by our celebration of the Word, centred on Acts 18:9: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.” This profound exhortation resonates deeply within our school community, urging us all to embrace courage and perseverance in the face of challenge.
Our focus this week has been on the intertwined themes of stewardship, dignity, and the rights and responsibilities that underpin our collective life. Stewardship calls us to be conscientious guardians of the gifts entrusted to us - whether they be of knowledge, community, or the environment - imbuing our actions with purpose and care. Dignity reminds us of the inherent worth of every individual, compelling us to foster respect and kindness in all interactions. Equally, the recognition of rights and responsibilities is fundamental to nurturing a just and harmonious society, where each person’s voice is valued and heard.
In alignment with our mission statement of service, this week also marks Safer Internet Day, a timely reminder of our interconnectedness in a digital age. As Stephen Hawking eloquently observed, “We are all now connected by the Internet, like neurons in a giant brain.” This metaphor encapsulates the vast network of relationships and responsibilities that bind us, reinforcing the importance of stewardship and dignity in our online conduct.
May these reflections inspire us all to continue speaking boldly and acting with integrity, ensuring that silence is never the refuge in the pursuit of truth and justice.
I would like to address a matter of considerable significance regarding our collective commitment to student attendance. It is heartening to observe that attendance throughout the week has sustained an average above 91%, a figure that reflects a commendable level of engagement but still far too low in our expectations. 95% + is the basic benchmark we want to achieve daily. However, it is equally important to acknowledge a recurring pattern that has emerged on Fridays, where attendance notably dips, undermining the overall progress we strive to achieve. 
The imperative for us all - parents, carers, and the school community alike - is to forge a unified front in championing consistent attendance. Just as steady steps pave the way to lasting journeys, so too does regular attendance lay the foundation for academic success and personal development. It is vastly important that we collectively push for better attendance and greater consistency, ensuring that every student benefits fully from the rich educational experiences offered.
Let us therefore redouble our efforts with renewed purpose, recognising that the small yet significant act of attending school daily is a powerful catalyst for achievement. Together, we can transform attendance from a statistic into a shared triumph. Next week is our final week before half term, lets collectively push improved attendance. 

KS3 Spring Examination period and Year 11 mock 2

We have now entered the KS3 Spring Examination period and Year 11 mock 2 will begin after half term.  Examinations play an important role in supporting students’ progress and preparing them for future success. KS3 assessments help teachers identify strengths and any gaps in understanding early on, ensuring students are fully supported as they move into GCSE study. Year 11 mocks are equally valuable as they give students first-hand experience of exam conditions, help them refine revision strategies, and provide a realistic indication of where additional focus is needed before the final GCSE exams. Together, these assessments build confidence, develop effective study habits, and ensure every student is on track to achieve their full potential. We would like to thank you for all the support and encouragement which you are giving your child at home. Revision materials will be on Satchel One and on the Learning Hubs to help your child to revise. 


Personal Development

Another interesting and varied week in our student's Personal Development has seen talks to KS3 form representatives by our local counsellor, Nikki Frith, around the Nolan Principles of Public life with a future trip to Westminster for some of those involved. The whole school have been playing their part in the democratic process by voting in the elections for Bury's next Youth Parliament member, we hope some of our students will be putting themselves forward for this soon! As well, our netballers were also treated to a visit and coaching session from English International Netballer, Eleanor Cardwell, they were also given the opportunity to ask her about her journey to success.

Assemblies this week have been in recognition of Safer Internet Day coming up on the 10th of February with the theme of 'Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI'. Online safety is always a concern for students and parents alike and if you have concerns or need support you can visit https://saferinternet.org.uk/ or https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/ for advice.

Next week is also National Apprenticeship Week. A week-long celebration that brings together businesses and apprentices across the country to shine a light on the positive impact that apprenticeships make. Apprenticeships are an interesting and rapidly growing option for our students when they leave school. For example 28000 people started an apprenticeship with the NHS last year alone! Activities and resources will be put on satchel one for all our students to find out more. If you would like to do the same and see some possible future careers for your child visit the below websites:
https://nationalapprenticeshipweek.co.uk/ or https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/


Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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