[image: ][image: ] St Gabriel’s 
   Roman Catholic High School




13th February 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

In this week’s letter, linked to the celebration of the word theme for the week, I wish to draw your attention to a profound message inspired by the Gospel passage Matthew 25:14-30—the Parable of the Talents. This parable invites us to reflect deeply on the nature of our calling as Christians and the responsibility entrusted to us by God. It is not the measure of results that defines our faithfulness, but rather what we do with the gifts and opportunities bestowed upon us.

Jesus’ teaching through the Parable of the Talents illuminates a vital truth: each of us has been given unique gifts and resources, and it is our duty to use these to bring glory and honour to God. Among the most precious gifts we possess is the Word of God itself, alongside the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. These are not merely blessings to be cherished in silence but treasures to be shared actively, through both our words and our actions.

This sacred responsibility carries with it the promise of great reward, as the parable eloquently describes. It reminds us that success in our spiritual journey is not always about grand achievements or spectacular outcomes, but about the consistent and faithful stewardship of what we have received. As Dwayne Johnson wisely observes, “Success isn’t always about greatness. It’s about consistency.” This sentiment resonates profoundly with the message of the parable and challenges us all to live with steadfast dedication.

May this reflection inspire us to embrace our calling with renewed vigour and a heartfelt commitment to manifesting God’s love in all that we do.

Spring Examination and Assessment

Year 7 and Year 9 have shown excellent conduct throughout the Spring Examination and Assessment Weeks. They approached each assessment with maturity, focus, and a positive attitude, creating a calm and respectful atmosphere across the school. Both year groups should be proud of the effort, resilience, and high standards they demonstrated. After half term Year 8 will begin their Spring Examinations and Assessments weeks.

Year 11 Mock 2 Examinations begin after half term. Students can check their timetable on Satchel One. Revision over the half term holidays will help strengthen understanding, fill knowledge gaps, and build confidence ahead of mock exams. By regularly revisiting key topics and practising exam-style questions, students improve recall and develop strong habits that support their overall exam success.

The half term holidays is also a mid-year point within the academic year. It may be that your child now needs to refresh their pencil cases with pens, pencils, a ruler, rubber and a scientific calculator. 

Uniform

Thank you for your support this half term in helping to uphold our uniform standards.  A gentle reminder that trainers are not acceptable footwear and a note from parents explaining why a student is in trainers does not mean that a student will be able to wear them. If there is a genuine medical reason as to why school shoes or any other part of the school uniform cannot be worn by a student, then the school will need sight of medical evidence before a reasonable adjustment can be made. In regard to the uniform consultation that took place last term, we now have the final sample and will be conducting student voice with our students in the first weeks back after half term. The outcome will be confirmed to yourselves once a decision has been made. 

Attendance

I would like to congratulate the 592 students who will be receiving a Golden Ticket on their return from half term, due to achieving 95+% attendance for this half term (06.01.26 – 13.02.26).  Please can we continue to reinforce the importance of good attendance and remind our students that at St Gabriel’s we pride ourselves on attending every day.

Safeguarding

Please can I respectfully request that parents do not ask if students are able to leave site during the school day unaccompanied; whether this is for medical appointments or other reasons, as we do not want to cause offense or have an uncomfortable conversation when we decline. This is for safeguarding reasons and is irrespective of a student’s age.  I thank you for your continued support with this.

Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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