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30th January 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
This week, our assemblies have been profoundly enriched by the thoughtful leadership of our students, who have taken centre stage in exploring the vastly important theme of Holocaust Memorial. The Holocaust, a systematic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million Jews and millions of other innocent people during World War II, stands as one of history’s darkest chapters. Remembering this atrocity is essential not only to honour the victims but also to educate future generations about the dangers of hatred, prejudice, and intolerance, ensuring such horrors are never repeated. Our students’ reflections and presentations have not only illuminated this tragic history but have also underscored the enduring imperative to remember, to educate, and to stand resolutely against hatred and intolerance in all its forms.
The solemnity and depth with which our students approached this subject have fostered a collective consciousness within our school community, reminding us all of the power of memory and the responsibility we bear to uphold human dignity.
As Scripture reminds us in Micah 6:8, “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” This verse calls us to a profound moral clarity: to act justly means to pursue fairness and stand against injustice wherever it occurs, refusing to be bystanders in the face of wrongdoing. To love mercy invites us to cultivate compassion and forgiveness, recognising the humanity in all people, even when confronted with hatred. To walk humbly with God is a daily commitment to live with integrity, self-awareness, and a spirit open to learning and growth. Together, these three demands form a powerful framework for responding to the lessons of the Holocaust—urging us not only to remember the past but to embody a future of justice, kindness, and humility in our communities.
Let us pray together:
Loving God, in the face of great suffering and injustice, grant us the courage to remember and to learn. Help us to be instruments of your peace, standing against hatred and intolerance in all its forms. May we walk humbly with you, acting justly and loving mercy, so that the light of hope and compassion may shine in our world. Amen.
We remain committed to nurturing an environment where such critical and reflective discourse can flourish, empowering our students to lead with both conviction and compassion.
KS3 Examinations and Year 11 Mock 2 Examinations
Revision plays a crucial role in helping students feel confident and prepared for their KS3 Examinations and the Year 11 Mock 2 Examination. Regular, structured revision not only strengthens their understanding of key concepts but also helps them develop effective study habits that will support them throughout their education. By revisiting material over time, students are better able to identify gaps in their knowledge, reduce stress, and improve their overall performance. With your encouragement and routines at home, you can make a significant difference in helping your child approach their exams with confidence and resilience.


Attendance:
Following on from last week’s letter, there are 39 days until the Easter holidays – let’s keep that push of ensuring we are in school every day going!
Please can we continue to ensure that students arrive to school on time.  Any student who arrives after the register closes at 9:10am will receive a U code. These are classed as an unauthorised absence and as such are part of the fine process for any 10 unauthorised absences in a rolling ten-week period.  Please also be reminded that if any student is off for 3 consecutive days, then a home visit will take place. If a holiday is suspected the burden of proof is on the parents to show that a holiday was not taken.  Attendance to school is not only necessary to ensure good academic progress, but research also shows that improves a young person’s well-being due to the routine and interaction with their peers.  If there is any reason why your child is struggling to attend school, please contact their Form Teacher in the first instance.  Thank you for your continued support.
Uniform:
Thank you for those parents that attended the uniform consultation in October. The girls have all now completed a survey about uniform and we are waiting on just one more sample piece to show them before they can make a final decision.  Once the consultation has been finished you will be contacted to advise on the outcome. 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents/carers of the school uniform policy https://www.stgabrielshigh.stoccat.org.uk/local_policies/uniform-policy/ and specifically the section on prohibited items:
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As the weather has become colder a small number of students are wearing hoodies under or instead of their blazers.  Please be reminded that blazers are a compulsory part of our school uniform and identity as a school.  If a student is cold, they may opt to wear a navy-blue V-neck jumper under their blazer.  If a student is wearing a hoodie, we will follow the same procedure as a student caught with a mobile phone/electronic device.  The student will be asked to hand it in so it can be collected at the end of the day from the school office.  If a student refuses, we will follow our sanction process, and they will be placed in our Reflections Room for a day.  Thank you in advance for your continued support regarding upholding our uniform standards.

Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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Prohibited:
Make-up.

False eye-lashes.

Hooped earrings, dropped earrings and stretchers cannot be worn for safety reasons.
Visible bracelets and chains cannot be worn for safety reasons.

Colourful nail varnish.

False nails

Badges not issued by school

Unnatural hair colours.
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