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23rd January 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
This week, in celebration of the power of words, our students have been reflecting deeply on the quote by Mahatma Gandhi:
“An eye for an eye only ends up making the whole world blind.”
Students were encouraged to unpack the meaning behind these words, considering how cycles of retaliation - whether through unkind words, harmful actions, or holding onto resentment - often lead to greater harm rather than resolution. The quote sparked thoughtful discussions about justice, forgiveness, and personal responsibility, particularly in the way we respond to conflict. Rather than reacting impulsively or seeking revenge, students reflected on the courage it takes to choose restraint, understanding, and reconciliation. Through this lens, they explored how forgiveness does not excuse wrongdoing but instead breaks damaging cycles and opens the path to healing, peace, and growth for individuals and communities alike.
Alongside this, students have been exploring the Sermon on the Mount, focusing on Matthew 5:1–12. Through prayerful and reflective meditation, they have engaged closely with each verse, beginning by imagining the scene itself - Jesus seeing the crowds who had gathered eagerly to hear Him, His love for them, and His gentle invitation as He sat on the mountainside to teach. This visualisation has helped students connect more personally and meaningfully with His message.
The eight Beatitudes that follow present rewards many of us desire, yet the paths to these blessings are often challenging. Students have been encouraged to reflect carefully on both the promises and the demands of these teachings: poverty of spirit, mourning, meekness, mercy, hunger for righteousness, purity of heart, peace-making, and enduring persecution for righteousness’ sake. In many ways, these teachings echo the message found in Gandhi’s words, calling us to live counter-culturally with humility, self-control, and compassion. These reflections invite us all to a deeper level of spiritual commitment, resilience, and faith in action.
Further study of Matthew 5:13–48 has highlighted Jesus’ call for us to be “salt and light” in the world - preserving what is good, enhancing the lives of others with grace, and living humbly with integrity. Teaching on the Law and the Prophets has challenged students to reflect on forgiveness, self-discipline, reconciliation, and the pursuit of holiness, striving to live lives that reflect God’s love and justice in practical, everyday ways.
On a practical note, with just 45 school days remaining this term until the Easter holidays, every day truly matters. Each school day provides structured learning, guidance, and support that cannot easily be replicated or replaced. Attending school consistently during this period allows students to take part in 235 lessons, each one carefully planned to build understanding, confidence, and academic momentum. Missing even a small number of days can result in significant gaps in learning, making it harder for students to keep pace, maintain confidence, and fully engage with the curriculum.
This is especially important for our Year 11 students, for whom this term is pivotal. Lessons at this stage often involve final content coverage, exam technique, coursework completion, and targeted revision. Being present every day enables students to access teachers' expertise, ask questions in real time, receive timely feedback, and feel supported as they prepare for their final examinations. Strong attendance not only improves academic outcomes but also reinforces resilience, routine, and responsibility - qualities that will serve our students well beyond school.
We are grateful for your continued support in ensuring your child attends school regularly and punctually, and we ask that this remains a shared priority as we move through this crucial term together.
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing encouragement of your child’s spiritual and academic journey. 
Personal Development
It's been a busy time in the Personal Development this week. Students have discussing unconscious bias and reflecting on recognising this in ourselves through our Votes for Schools programme. In PSHE lessons we continue with the theme of Healthy Relationships, with students demonstrating maturity across all year groups when learning about some potentially challenging topics. We have welcomed our local MP James Frith into school this week and were grateful for the time he gave to meet with our GIFT team and debate club to answer some challenging questions they had prepared about local and global issues.
To parents of Year 10 students, please keep encouraging your child to find a work experience placement. Details need to be uploaded to the portal (link sent to their school email address) by February half term. For our Year 7 parents, don't forget your child should be updating their Leadership award booklet as they complete tasks that demonstrate their leadership qualities of strength, service and success. 

Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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