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16th January 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope this letter finds you well. I would like to share some reflections from today’s Gospel, which offers us very good news. In Mark 2:16–17, we read how some scribes who were Pharisees questioned why Jesus was eating with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus responded, “Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.” This reminds us that none of us are truly righteous; we all need God’s mercy.
Accepting this truth can be challenging for two main reasons. Firstly, pride can prevent us from seeing ourselves honestly through God’s eyes, creating a false and elevated image of who we are. Secondly, we may struggle to admit our sinfulness because we do not fully recognise God’s infinite mercy. Within the school context, this message is especially relevant. Our school community is a place where students and staff alike are encouraged to grow, learn, and develop in an environment of support and forgiveness. Recognising our own imperfections allows us to be more compassionate and understanding towards others, fostering a culture of inclusion and respect. It also motivates us to strive continually for improvement, knowing that mistakes are part of the journey and that mercy and second chances are integral to personal growth. This understanding helps build resilience and humility, qualities that are essential for both academic success and personal development.
Turning to school matters, I want to stress the importance of attendance, especially for Year 11 students. With the second round of mocks approaching rapidly, attendance has never been more crucial. Data clearly shows that students with attendance rates of 95% or higher tend to achieve, on average, a grade higher per subject. As colleges become more competitive and the job market more demanding, it is essential that students make the most of their final months in school. Our staff are preparing lessons that cover the remaining parts of the specifications and focus on exam techniques, which will be vital for success. Together, let us work to improve Year 11 attendance and secure futures filled with hope and opportunity.
Finally, I would like to remind you of the Year 9 Curriculum Evening on Thursday 22nd January at 5.00pm. This event is important for the options process. Mrs Middleton will give talks about the Key Stage 4 courses, choices, and procedures. There will also be opportunities to speak in more depth with Curriculum Leaders about the context and assessment within each course. I very much look forward to seeing parents there as we plan together for Key Stage 4.
Thank you for your continued support. 
Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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