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5th December 2025  
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we continue our journey through the academic year, I wanted to share some reflections inspired by a powerful moment in the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 4, verses 35-41 - the story of Jesus calming the storm. This has been the theme covered in celebration of the word this week.
This biblical passage speaks powerfully to our lives today. Just as the disciples found themselves in a turbulent situation, facing what seemed like an overwhelming storm, we too encounter challenges that can feel insurmountable. The story reminds us of an important truth: even in our most difficult moments, we are not alone. God's presence can bring calm to our most challenging circumstances. The narrative of Jesus sleeping peacefully while a violent storm rages around the boat is a profound metaphor for faith. When the disciples wake Jesus, panic-stricken by the threatening waves, He simply rises and commands the storm to be still. In an instant, complete peace descends. This miraculous moment demonstrates that God can deliver us from the storms in our lives - whether they be personal struggles, academic challenges, or emotional difficulties. For our students, this message is particularly meaningful. Life can often feel like a turbulent journey, with unexpected challenges and moments of uncertainty. Yet, just as Jesus was present with His disciples, we believe in a supportive community that stands together during difficult times.
Our students have been exploring the profound themes of the United Nations and Rights Awareness, demonstrating remarkable maturity and insight. They have been reflecting on a powerful quote from Kofi Annan that resonates deeply with our school's values: "We may have different religions, different languages and different coloured skin, but we all belong to one human race." This assembly theme was led by our students, guided by Mr Killion
This message of unity, respect, and inclusivity is at the heart of our educational mission. Our students are learning that despite our differences, we are fundamentally connected by our shared humanity. These assemblies provide a crucial platform for young people to develop empathy, understanding, and a global perspective.
I am continually impressed by the thoughtfulness and compassion our students demonstrate when engaging with such important global topics. They are not just learning about rights and diversity; they are actively embodying the principles of mutual respect and understanding.
Science
We have recently launched Sparx Science as a home-learning platform for all students in the school. These weekly tasks, set every Friday, assess pupils’ knowledge and understanding of their current Science topics while also helping them consolidate learning from previous units.
We are delighted with the positive feedback we have received from pupils about Sparx Science, and we are especially pleased that every student in 7B3 completed 100% of their assigned work last week. Well done to them!
Please continue to encourage your child to complete their Sparx Science home-learning tasks each week, as this will greatly support their progress in the subject.


End of term activities 
Thursday 11th December 
[bookmark: _Hlk215829921]Christmas Jumper (attire). Donations are for CAFOD, please donate using the link below 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-gabriels-r-c-high-school-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
Christmas Dinner 
Year 7 Pantomime trip

Friday 12th December Years 8, 9, 10 Rewards trips 
Monday 15th December 6.00pm Carol service at St Hilda’s Church, Tottington
Wednesday 17th December Advent assemblies
Thursday 18th December Own clothes day – Donations to CAFOD – Please donate using the link below https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-gabriels-r-c-high-school-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 

There will be an extended lunch break on the last day of term, with sandwiches available to purchase alongside the usual breaktime offer.  For those pupils who receive free school meals the allowance will be on the canteen system by breaktime on this day to allow pupils to still purchase their free school meal lunch.

12.30 – 12.45pm Pupils will be dismissed by year group.

Attendance:
Please can we continue to ensure that students arrive to school on time.  Any student who arrives after the register closes at 9:10am will receive a U code. These are classed as an unauthorised absence and as such are part of the fine process for any 10 unauthorised absences in a rolling ten-week period.  Please also be reminded that if any student is off for 3 consecutive days, then a home visit will take place. If a holiday is suspected the burden of proof is on the parents to show that a holiday was not taken.  Attendance to school is not only necessary to ensure good academic progress, but research also shows that improves a young person’s well-being due to the routine and interaction with their peers.  If there is any reason why your child is struggling to attend school, please contact their Form Teacher in the first instance.  
Uniform:
Thank you for those parents that attended the uniform consultation in October.  The girls have all now completed a survey about uniform and we are waiting on just one more sample piece to show the girls before they can make a final decision.  We have been assured we will receive it in January.  As soon as we do, we will finish the consultation and let you know the outcome.
As we approach our Christmas break, we understand that the festive period may result in some of our students asking for false nails, false eyelashes or even piercings.  I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents/carers of the school uniform policy 
https://www.stgabrielshigh.stoccat.org.uk/local_policies/uniform-policy/  and specifically the section on prohibited items:

Prohibited:
· Make-up.
· False eye-lashes.
· Hooped earrings, dropped earrings and stretchers cannot be worn for safety reasons.
· Visible bracelets and chains cannot be worn for safety reasons.
· Colourful nail varnish.
· False nails
· Badges not issued by school.
· Unnatural hair colours.
  
We respectfully request that any false eyelashes, false nails and/or piercing are not applied until we break up from school on Thursday 18th Dec at 12:30pm and that they are removed before school starts on Tuesday 06th January at 8:40am. We will be continuing to follow our procedures and sanctions policy with any student that choses to contravene our uniform expectations both before and after the Christmas holidays.  

I would also like to gently remind students and parents that hoodies are also not an accepted part of the school uniform.  If a student is wearing a hoodie, we will follow the same procedure as a student caught with a mobile phone/electronic device.  The student will be asked to hand it in so it can be collected at the end of the day from the school office.  If a student refuses, we will follow our sanction process, and they will be placed in our Reflections Room for a day.  Thank you in advance for your continued support regarding upholding our uniform standards.

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely  
[image: ] 
Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTMrSLvpqiROM-quCJh-Fwh05-v27E4D-qJHDPKA-sGojyhdYvN&t=1][image: ][image: ][image: ]Headteacher		Mr S Braithwaite BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH 
Telephone		0161 764 3186
Email 		stgabriels@bury.gov.uk
Website		www.stgabrielshigh.stoccat.org.uk / www.stoccat.org.uk 
Twitter		@StGabsBury / @STOC_CAT     
Postal address	Bridge Road, Bury, BL9 0TZ
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