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18th December 2025  
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we approach the Christmas season, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a wonderful and peaceful Christmas, and a very happy New Year. This time of year, reminds us of the words from scripture, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6), a powerful message of hope and renewal. It is a season that calls us to reflect on the gift of faith and the promise of new beginnings.

At this time of year, many of us consider New Year’s resolutions - promises to ourselves that are often difficult to keep and rarely easy to achieve. Our guest speaker to Year 11 on Friday spoke insightfully about the importance of habit tracking. He provided students with a sheet to monitor habits they wish to form, highlighting that doing something consistently for 28 days helps establish it as a habit. This practical advice is certainly worth noting for all of us as we strive for personal growth in the coming year.

In the last week, we have been blessed to hold two carol services. The first, at St Hilda’s, strengthened our bond with the Parish of St Clements. It was a wonderful way to begin Christmas, bringing together the parish, school, parents, staff, and former staff as one community. Then, on Tuesday, we hosted a Trust-wide carol service with representations from our family of schools. Our choir was simply exceptional - now over 40 strong - filling the hall with joy. Our GIFT team readers spoke with poise and eloquence, making this Advent and lead-up to Christmas truly special.

This has been a long term, marked by many successes and challenges. As a community, we have continued to grow academically, in faith, and in unity. Recently, I had the privilege of meeting with staff who joined us this term. What stood out was how much they already feel part of the St Gabriel’s family, with a strong passion to contribute to the growth and success of our school.

Staffing:

We look forward to welcoming new staff in the new year, who will further enhance our team. We are pleased to welcome Mr Fearn in IT and Maths and Mr Olsen, who will be second in RE. These colleagues bring a wealth of experience and enthusiasm, and we are confident they will make a positive impact on your child’s learning.

In addition, for students in Year 9, there will be some adjustments to teaching groups (sets). These changes are based on the progress students have made during the Autumn term, as assessed through classwork, homework, and recent assessments. Our aim is to ensure that every student is placed in the group that best supports their learning and helps them achieve their full potential. Please be assured that these decisions have been made carefully by subject leaders and senior staff, with the best interests of each student in mind. If you have any questions or concerns regarding these changes, do not hesitate to contact your child’s Head of Year 9 (Mr Woods) or Mr Smith (Head of Mathematics).

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. May this Christmas bring you peace and joy, and may the new year be filled with hope and positive growth.

Wishing you all a peaceful and joyful season.

Yours sincerely  
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Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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