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12th December 2025  
Dear Parents and Carers,
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.” (Luke 1:30–31)

Of all the saints throughout the ages, none has proved to be as powerful an evangelist as the Mother of God. While on earth, she lived a mostly hidden life, demonstrating the perfection of virtue to those closest to her. As a young mother, she cared daily for the needs of her divine Son, constantly pondering the mystery of His incarnation as it unfolded before her eyes. Her love for her Son, lived out during Jesus’ earthly life, overflowed from her Immaculate Heart and continues to do so today.

What does this mean for us as a school community? It reminds us of the quiet strength found in faith and love, and the importance of nurturing these qualities in our daily lives. As we prepare to celebrate the coming of hope and the arrival into the world of Christ, I warmly invite you to join us for our annual Carol Service, a highlight of the school year. This special event is an opportunity for us all to come together and reflect on the true meaning of the season.

As we reach the end of the Jubilee Year, with pilgrims of hope as the theme—a year marked by hope and significant change internationally, nationally, and locally—may we continue to pray and hope for peace for all. Let us strive for a world where everyone feels valued and included, embodying the spirit of compassion and unity that Mary exemplified.

End of term activities 
Monday 15th December 6.00pm Carol service at St Hilda’s Church, Tottington
Wednesday 17th December Advent assemblies
Thursday 18th December Own clothes day – Donations to CAFOD – Please donate using the link below https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-gabriels-r-c-high-school-2?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 

There will be an extended lunch break on the last day of term, with sandwiches available to purchase alongside the usual breaktime offer.  For those pupils who receive free school meals the allowance will be on the canteen system by breaktime on this day to allow pupils to still purchase their free school meal lunch.

12.30 – 12.45pm Pupils will be dismissed by year group.

Wishing you all a peaceful and joyful season.

Yours sincerely  
[image: ] 
Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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Telephone		0161 764 3186
Email 		stgabriels@bury.gov.uk
Website		www.stgabrielshigh.stoccat.org.uk / www.stoccat.org.uk 
Twitter		@StGabsBury / @STOC_CAT     
Postal address	Bridge Road, Bury, BL9 0TZ
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