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7th November 2025  
 
Dear Parent/Carers, 

I want to share some important reflections and celebrations with you this week, grounded in both spiritual wisdom and our school's recent achievements. 
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus shares a powerful parable about stewardship that offers profound lessons for our daily lives. The story of a rich man confronting his steward about mismanagement invites us to consider a deeper perspective on ownership and responsibility. This parable challenges us to understand that ultimately, everything we possess is not truly ours, but entrusted to us by God. 
When we reflect on our material possessions such as our money and our belonging, how often do we genuinely see ourselves as stewards rather than owners? Most people become deeply attached to what they've earned, viewing their assets as exclusively their own. However, this parable reminds us that we are merely caretakers, temporarily managing resources that fundamentally belong to God. 
This spiritual insight encourages us to hold our possessions more lightly, with gratitude and a sense of responsibility. It's a challenging perspective that asks us to consider: Do we truly understand our role as stewards? 
On a more practical note, I'm delighted to celebrate some remarkable achievements in our school community. Our Year 11 students have demonstrated exceptional conduct during Mocks, showing maturity and commitment that bodes well for their upcoming summer examinations. Mocks will continue next week. 
Monday 10th November sees the start of anti-bullying week and to mark this occasion we are inviting students to celebrate ‘odd socks day’ with us. Pupils are invited to come to school on this day wearing odd or brightly coloured socks along with their normal school uniform.  
An e-mail has been sent out earlier on this week in relation to changes in the school bus services. We would encourage you to speak to your child in preparation for these changes which will come into effect from 24th November.  
I'm particularly pleased to highlight our significant improvement in attendance. This week, our attendance rate is 2.5% higher than the annual average which is a testament to the hard work of our students and the effectiveness of our golden ticket rewards system. These incentives have created a new focus and energy around attendance, and I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who has supported this initiative. 
As we move forward, let us remember that we are all stewards; of our education, our opportunities, and the resources entrusted to us. In the coming weeks all year groups will be completing assessments, and this will highlight the progress and areas to develop for each individual. Taking responsibility for the areas to improve is the key for sustained academic success. Asking what I can do differently rather than what is someone else doing for me is the key question for all.  
Reading 
Students sat NGRT tests (reading tests) at the beginning of the year. This half term, English teachers will be having discussions with students about their test and give them practical suggestions and guidance about what they need to do to improve their reading skills. Results will be shared with parents alongside other progress data at the end of term. For further information regarding how your child can develop their reading skills please contact your child's English teacher directly.  
In the meantime, please support your child with reading and refer to the documents sent out earlier in the week about how you can support your child and suggested texts for reading. 
 
 
Attendance 
This week we celebrated 508 students receiving Golden Tickets for achieving 95% attendance or higher for all last half term. For this half term, students who achieve 95% attendance or higher from Mon 03rd November to Friday 12th December will receive a Golden Ticket which will entitle the students to an early lunch and entrance into watching a Christmas film. 
Also, from Monday 10th November we are running an additional incentive called ‘Not off November’.  Any student who achieves 100% attendance from Monday 10th November to Friday 28th November will be placed into a draw for a voucher, there will be one voucher for every year group. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely  
[image: ] 
Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
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Telephone		0161 764 3186
Email 		stgabriels@bury.gov.uk
Website		www.stgabrielshigh.stoccat.org.uk / www.stoccat.org.uk 
Twitter		@StGabsBury / @STOC_CAT     
Postal address	Bridge Road, Bury, BL9 0TZ
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