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28th November 2025  
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope this letter finds you well as we reflect on last Sunday's Gospel from Luke, which invites us to look deeply and lovingly at the profound moments surrounding Christ's crucifixion.
The Gospel presents a powerful narrative with three distinct groups of people. At a distance stand the ordinary folk, including the sorrowing women who accompanied Christ on the way to Calvary. They remain silent, refusing to participate in the mockery that unfolds around them.
Closer to the cross, two groups of opponents emerge. The religious leaders mock Christ, challenging his claims of blasphemy and his identity as the Messiah. Alongside them, the soldiers – less religiously motivated – mock Christ by toasting with cheap wine, adding to the scene of suffering.
At the heart of the story are Jesus and the two men crucified with him. The first joins in the mockery, challenging Christ to save himself. However, the third man represents a transformative moment of redemption. He seeks pardon and asks for salvation, to which Jesus responds with extraordinary grace, promising him passage to eternal paradise.
Luke's account paints a remarkable picture of a true King – one who pardons his very executioners and bestows the gift of heaven's kingdom on a man who seemingly deserves little. The liturgical year ends powerfully with the message of salvation, and we begin the new Year on Sunday with a renewed message of hope and light as we prepare for the birth of Christ.
This narrative teaches us about redemption and renewed hope, reminding us of the extraordinary mercy that lies at the heart of our faith.
Regarding end of term arrangements, on Thursday 18th December, school will begin the orderly dismissal of pupils from 12:30/1pm. 
Last night, we celebrated the achievements of last year's Year 11 as they received their GCSE certificates. It was a wonderful evening to share with families, and I wish to thank our Choir who performed so beautifully. We wish all our former students well s they continue their journeys. 
Personal Development
Two of our Year 11 Anti Hate Crime Ambassadors, Dylan and Eliza, made fantastic contributions towards writing an Anti-Hate Charter this week. Working with 26 other schools across Bury, from primary to 6th form, they came together to find common themes to help promote peace and celebrate our diverse Bury community in these challenging times. We look forward to seeing this charter being in place Bury wide and supported by the council and youth council in the coming weeks and months.
Year 11
Year 11 parents, carers and students will be receiving their reports via the Arbor App on Wednesday 3rd December. Year 11 Parents Evening is on Thursday 4th December at 3.45pm to 6.35pm in the school hall. Year 11 students are welcome to attend this event along with their parents and carers. 
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely  
[image: ] 
Mr S Braithwaite 
Headteacher 
[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTMrSLvpqiROM-quCJh-Fwh05-v27E4D-qJHDPKA-sGojyhdYvN&t=1][image: ][image: ][image: ]Headteacher		Mr S Braithwaite BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH 
Telephone		0161 764 3186
Email 		stgabriels@bury.gov.uk
Website		www.stgabrielshigh.stoccat.org.uk / www.stoccat.org.uk 
Twitter		@StGabsBury / @STOC_CAT     
Postal address	Bridge Road, Bury, BL9 0TZ

image1.png




image2.png
STRENGTH
SERVICE
SUCCESS





image3.png
ST TERESA
of CALCUTTA

Catholic Academy Trust





image4.jpeg
DIOCESE or SATFORD




image5.jpeg
Ofsted

Good
Provider




image6.png
PROUD TO BEA
MUSIC MARK

SCHOOL
2023 - 2024





image7.jpeg




